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DR* ZIMMERMANN AWARDED $24,000 
GRANT BY NUTRITION FOUNDATION 
FOR RHESUS MONKEY STUDY
MISSOULA—
The Nutrition Foundation, Inc., recently awarded a two-year, $24,000 research grant to 
Dr. Robert R. Zimmermann, a University of Montana psychology professor, for a continuing 
dietary study of rhesus monkeys at Ft. Missoula.
Dr. Zimmermann will use the grant to continue a project he began in 1969 entitled "The 
Effects of Early Malnutrition on the Behavioral Development of the Rhesus Monkey."
The project involves a study of the learning and social behavior in adult monkeys who 
have suffered from protein malnutrition during development.
"More than 15 animals have been living on low protein diets for as long as two years," 
Dr. Zimmermann said. "All of the animals developed characteristic responses of fear of 
novelty and strangers and displayed inadequate social adjustments."
Dr. Zimmermann said malnourished children in primitive countries demonstrate the same 
type of apathy and lack of social behavior that the malnourished monkeys show in the Ft. 
Missoula study.
"The present grant is designed to support research directed toward a recovery program," 
the professor explained. "The monkeys will be studied in terms of physical growth and men­
tal and social development during a two-year rehabilitation period."
Information gained from the monkey recovery study may cast some light on the variables 
affecting human recovery, according to Dr. Zimmermann.
Concerning the environmental conditions under which the monkeys live at Ft. Missoula, 
Dr. Zimmermann said: "The monkeys have an opportunity to go inside or outside all year 
long, and to our great surprise they went out every day this winter when the sun came out. 
It took the monkeys a little while to get used to the snow, but they soon learned to accept 
i- it and run about in it." more
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The conditions at the UM Animal Behavior Laboratory at Ft. Missoula are apparently 
healthful for the animals, Dr. Zimmermann said, because there have been no serious illnesses 
among the monkeys. The most serious veterinary problem so far has been the removal of a 
bad tooth from a pregnant monkey.
He said the consulting veterinarian for the laboratory is Dr. Stanley Swartz, DVM, 
of the Missoula Veterinary Clinic.
The Nutrition Foundation,Inc., is a nonprofit organization which supports scientific 
research and education in nutrition. Its members include some of the nation's leading 
food companies.
